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ABSTRACT

This study analyses Quranic dialogue through pragmatic analysis using Speech
Act Theory as developed by Austin and Searle. This theory contributes to the
analysis of pragmatic elements by facilitating the classification of speech acts
and the evaluation of their felicity conditions, particularly in determining the
success and failure of performative utterances in context. The analysis is
applied to selected dialogues involving Prophet Moses in the Quran. This effort
is directed towards applying an integrated pragmatic framework for the
analysis of Quranic dialogue, with particular attention to methodological rigor
and the validity of interpretive outcomes. The research problem stems from the
observation that many pragmatic studies on Quranic dialogues remain largely
theoretical, offering limited application of Speech Act Theory to selected
textual data. Even when applied, such studies often restrict their analysis to the
classification of speech acts, without presenting a systematic procedural model
that accounts for contextual dimensions, communicative functions, and the
perlocutionary and felicity conditions of utterances. This limitation has led to
critiques that existing pragmatic analyses of Quranic dialogue tend to be
superficial and insufficient for producing a comprehensive interpretive reading
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of Quranic verses. This study concludes that applying the proposed pragmatic
framework enables an effective and systematic analysis of the pragmatic
structure of Quranic dialogue. Searle’s classifications of speech acts facilitates
the identification of overlapping discourse functions, including directives,
representatives, expressives, commissives, and declaratives, while Austin’s
felicity conditions evaluate success and failure of utterances in context. This
study does not aim to provide an alternative exegetical interpretation of the
Quranic text, but rather offers an analytical model for explaining how verbal
communication functions within dialogic context, where meanings shifts in
response to the interactions between interlocutors, such das a representative
utterances expressing threat or a vocatives functioning appeals for compassion
and reassurance. These findings enhance contribution of the study to the field of
Quranic pragmatics.

Contributions: The contribution of this study lies in highlighting the
pragmatic dimension of Quranic dialogue, particularly in revealing how
meaning is constructed through progressive communicative movement shaped
by speech contexts. This dimension has received limited applied attention in
previous studies. Through an andlysis of the dialogue of Prophet Moses and
Allah Almighty in surahs al-A‘raf and Ytinus, this study traces the movement
of speech acts in surah al-A‘raf from longing and request to instruction and
proof, then to repentance and faith, and finally to selection and commissioning.
Furthermore, this study identifies a corresponding progression in surah Yinus
from diagnosing corruption to supplication for decisive resolution, followed by
a declaration of response dccompanied commands to remdin steadfast and
warnings against deviation. In this way, this study enriches Quranic pragmatic
analysis by presenting an integrated applied framework for future research on
Quranic dialogue.
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